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DEPOSITED BY THE 
YNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


NOMINATION OF JOSEPH FLORES TO BE GOVERNOR 
OF GUAM 


TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 1960 


U.S. SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON LN'TERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The committee met at 10 a.m., pursuant to call, in room 3110, 
Senate Office Building, Senator James KE. Murray (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senators James EK. Murray, Montana; Clinton P. Ander- 
son, New Mexico; Henry M. Jackson, Washington; Frank Church, 
Idaho; Ernest Gruening, Alaska; Frank E. Moss, Utah; Oren E. 
Long, Hawaii; Paul Stoner Lusk, Oregon; Thomas H. Kuchel, Cali- 
fornia; Gordon Allott, Colorado; and Hiram L, Fong, Hawaii. 

Committee staff members present: Richard L. Callaghan, staff 
director; Stewart: French, chief counsel; and Michael J. Cafferty, 
special counsel. 

The CuarrMan. The committee will be in order. 
show that we have a quorum present. 

The first matter of business on the agenda this morning is considera- 
tion of the nomination by President Eisenhower of Joseph Flores to 
be Governor of Guam. 

Mr. Flores is a native of Guam, and, if confirmed as Governor, will 
be the first native-born Governor of Guam in the island’s 450-odd-year 
history. 

The nominee is owner and publisher of the Guam Daily News, the 
island’s leading newspaper, and also the owner of a radio station at 
Agana. In addition, he has business interests in California. 

Mr. Flores has been named by the administration to succeed Gov. 
Barrett. Lowe, who resigned last November. It should be stated 
for the record that Mr. Flores’ nomination was sent to the Senate 
only last week, so this committee is moving with great speed to comply 
with the request of the President and Secretary of the Interior 
Seaton. 

Governor Lowe is in the hearing room this morning. If he cares 
to say anything about the nomination, I am certain the committee 
will be happy to hear him. 

Mr. Flores is here with us, and, of course, we will want to hear 
from him. However, since he has business interests in California, I 
will ask the distinguished Senator from California, Senator Kuchel, 
if he cares to say a few words at this time. 

Senator Kucnen.. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 


Let the record 
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I feel quite honored to have you suggest that I present the Honor. 
able Joseph Flores to my fellow Senators and committee members, 

It is most significant to me, Mr. Chairman, that the nominee fo, 
Governor of Guam is a native-born Guamanian citizen. Governor 
Flores served his country, the United States of America, in World 
War I. He is intensely interested in the development and the future 
of this highly strategic area under the American flag. 

I read with great interest of his many years’ living in the State 
from which I come, and the fact that he is a member of both our great 
veterans organizations, the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Amer. 
ican Legion, belonging to posts in each in California. 

Governor Flores is a successful businessman, and I congratulate the 
administration in indicating its desire to be of maximum assistance 
in the development of Guam by choosing one whose heart certainly js 
in the development of the isl: und and in its future, and who is admirably 
qualified to become the Governor of this important area. 

I think all of us, Mr. Chairman, Democrats and Republicans alike, 
on this committee, are interested 1 In doing everything possible to assist 

the people of Guam to attain maximum de ‘velopment, both politically 
and economically, 

Here is an opportunity once again for us to demonstrate that we 
are dedicated to the principle of equal treatment under law, and in 
standing before the world as a nation devoted to the cause of man’s 
freedom. 

Tam very happy to ask the Governor, as Chairman Murray has just 
done, to come forward and to make any statement he desires to the 
members of the committee. 

I ask unanimous consent that the memorandum which we haye 
before us, setting forth the background of the Governor, be made a 
part of the record, Mr. Chairman. 

The CirarrmMan. It will be printed in the record at this point. 
(The background data referred to follows:) 


BACKGROUND DATA ON JOSEPH FLORES 


Mr. Joseph Flores was born in Agana, Guam, on August 12, 1900, and attended 
local schools. 

Veteran of the First World War, Mr. Flores served in the U.S. Navy from 
October 12, 1917, to May 1, 1922, and was honorably discharged with the rating 
of yeoman, first class. Upon discharge from the Navy, Mr. Flores established 
residence in San Francisco, Calif. 

Mr. Flores was employed by the U.S. Government at Fort Mason, Calif., upon 
separation from the service. He later was employed by the Rogers Advertising 
Co., and the Santa Fe Railway in San Francisco. Upon leaving the employ of 
the Santa Fe Railway, Mr. Flores was engaged in the commercial printing ani 
weekly newspaper publishing. 

In 1947, Mr. Flores returned to Guam and entered into the import trade under 
the trade name of Flores Bros. 

Mr. Flores, on June 16, 1950, published the first issue of the first free press ol 
Guam, the Guam Daily News, and is its present publisher. 

Mr. Flores is connected with the following business activities in Guam: 

Publisher, Guam Daily News and the Territorial Sun. 
President of Pacific Press, Inc. 
President of Guam Savings & Loan Association. 
President of Marianas Finance Corp. 
President of Pacific American Insurance Corp. 
Chairman, Territorial Planning Commission, Government of Guam. 
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In addition, Mr. Flores is a member of the following organizations : 
Member of Hunter’s Point-B.V. Post, VEW, Department of California. 
Member-past commander, B.V. Post 502, the American Legion, Depart- 

ment of California. 

Member of BPO Elks 1281, Agana, Guam. 
Member of the Press & Union League Club, San Francisco. 
Member-president of Young Men’s League of Guam, Ine. 
Member of World Trade Club, San Francisco. 

Mr. Flores is married and has one son, married and living in Atherton, Calif. 


STATEMENT OF JOSEPH FLORES, NOMINEE FOR GOVERNOR OF 
GUAM 


Mr. Fiores. Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate committee, 
before I acknowledge the kind words of Senator Kuchel I would like, 
if I may, to correct a part of the statement made by the distinguished 
chairman. I do not own the radio station on Guam. I am the 
publisher of the newspaper but not the owner of the radio station. 

Tam honored and grateful for the opportunity of appearing before 
this honorable body. I shall place myself at your command to answer 
any questions that you would ask of me. 

As the first Guamanian to fill the office of Governor, I accept the 
responsibilities and the challenge that goes with this appointment. 
I give you my solemn assurance that I will discharge the duties of this 
high office as faithfully, honestly, and as efficiently as | know how to. 

Thank you. 

The CHairMAN. Are there any questions / 

Senator Kucue.. Governor, so that it might be a part of the record, 
under our unique constitutional system the people of our country in 
November will exercise their right of franchise and a new President 
will be elected. Some of us believe that new President will be nomi- 
nated in Chicago. Others, however, with equal vigor, believe that the 
new President will be nominated in Los Angeles. 

At any rate, it is right that the President of the United States have 
as Governors of those areas of the world which fly the American flag 
persons of his own choosing who are a part of his administration. 
Under all those circumstances, and so that there might be no miscon- 
ception, would it be your thought that you would serve, if you were 
confirmed, as a Governor under the administration of President 
Kisenhower until the conclusion of his term as our Chief Executive / 

Mr. Frores. That is correct, sir. I will respect and bow to the 
prerogatives of the new administration. T understand it is the custom 
that an appointed Governor submit his resignation when a new admin- 
istration comes in, and I expect to follow this precedent. 

Senator Fone. May I ask, Mr. Chairman, as to whether this nomi- 
nation is for a period of + years or just for a period up to the end of 
the present President’s term / 

As I understand the situation when Hawaii was a Territory, our 
Governors were appointed for a 4-year term, and even if there were a 
change of administration, the Governor continued in office until his 
term was up. 

Senator Jackson. It is a 4-year term, but I think that de facto it is 
ut the pleasure of the President. I think at least the precedents are 
pretty clear on that, Senator Fong. Senator Gruening might be able 
tooffer some testimony on that. 
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Senator Gruenine. I think what Senator Jackson said is correg 
I wonder, however, whether an appointment of Mr. Flores, who js 
newspaper publisher, which, in a sense, highly recommends him—] 
am partial to newspapermen in public office; I think they have q 
background of experience which serves them very well—whether thig 
is necessarily a political appointment, and whether we should assume 
automatically that because Mr. Flores is —. by a Republican 
President that he necessarily would not reappointed under q 
Democratic one. I think that I would like to inquire of Mr. Flores, 

Is there a strong political division in Guam, based on our national 
party lines ? 

Mr. Fores. Sir, due to our status as a nonvoting territory, the 
people of Guam have not affiliated with any political party on a na. 
tional scale. We have our local political parties there, the Territoria] 
Party and the Popular Party, but we do not have national politica] 
affiliations. 

Senator GruENING. Which party do you belong to? 

Mr. Frores. Sir, 1 belong to the Republican Party. When I was 
residing in California, I was a Republican. 

Senator GruENING. What is the other party—the Territorial 
Party ? 

Mr. Fiorrs. On Guam, the parties are the Territorial Party and 
the Popular Party. They are strictly local parties. 

Senator Gruentne. What are the issues? How do they differ in 
their philosophy ? 

Mr. Frores. I think we very much follow the pattern of our na- 
tional parties, the Democratic and Republican Party. 

Senator Grugpnine. Which follows which ? 

Mr. Frores. Well, the Territorial Party follows the Republican 
Party and the Popular Party follows the Democratic Party. 

Senator GruENING. How are these differences in philosophy shown 
on the island of Guam? We know how they are shown in the States, 
but how are they shown there? 

Mr. Frores. Well, sir, I don’t know how to answer that question. 

Senator GRUENING. Is one party alleged to be the party of economy 
and the other party the party of spenders? Is that the latest there? 

Mr. Fiorrs. Well, there is only one party in the house today. We 
are operating on a unicameral system of 21 members. AlI of the pres- 
ent members of the legislature belong to the Popular Party. Natu- 
rally, they have full responsibility for appropriating funds spent by 
the government of Guam. 

I am not yet in a position to judge whether they are spending too 
much money. At this time, I have not had opportunity to know the 
facts on which to base a conclusive judgment. 

Senator GRUENING. I would agree with the view presented by 
Senator Jackson that if, as some of us expect, the President would be 
nominated in Los Angeles, the next President, whoever he may be, 
should have freedom to choose whom he wishes to have as Governor 
of Guam. 

Senator Jackson. I would not suggest, Senator Gruening, that that 
necessarily should be the policy. I was only addressing myself to the 
factual situation and the precedents. 

Senator GruENING. I think it has been the custom. 
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To switch to another topic, I would like to say that it is splendid 
that we as a nation have taken this step in appointing a Governor of 
Guam who is a native of the island. ‘This step is part of the general 
progress which the United States has been making in ridding itself of 
anything that might savor of what might be called colonialism. 
Other milestones of progress in this direction in recent years have been 
the granting, first, of a native Governor in Puerto Rico, then an elec- 
tive Governor, and then a system of local self-government which the 

le of Puerto Rico wanted, under which they have full local auton- 
omy. Then there was the granting of statehood to Alaska and Hawaii. 
Now we have the appointment not of a continental, someone from the 
50 States, but someone who was born on Guam. 

[ think that is an excellent step forward. I think we all agree that 
the United States should grant the maximum of self-government to all 
of the oversea areas for which we have responsibility. We should do 
so just as fast, as is consistent with their political maturity and 
economic stability. 

If we proceed along those lines, I suppose that one of these days we 
will have an elective Governor in Guam and the fullest measure of 
self-government. So I want to applaud the action of the President in 
this respect. 

Senator Fona. Mr. Chairman, I, too, want to applaud the appoint- 
ment by the President of Mr. Joseph Flores to be Governor of Guam. 
I think this appointment is going to be applauded by many of the 
nations of the Far East. 

Many of us do not. realize how close Guam is tothe Far Kast. Many 
feel that Guam is in the South Pacific. But actually, if you look on a 
map, Guam is very close to the Philippines, about 1,000 or 1,500 miles. 
You can almost say that it is in the Far East. 

Lam quite sure the people of the Far East will welcome Mr, Flores’ 
appointment because it is, again, putting into effect the principle of 
self-determination, trying to give further self-government to the 
people and to bring from the ranks their own leaders to guide them in 
their destiny. I applaud the administration in its choice. 

Senator Jackson. Might I just say, as chairman of the Territories 
Subcommittee, that I think this committee and its chairman are to be 
congratulated for taking such expeditious action on this nomination. 

I think, too, Senator Kuchel very properly posed the question as to 
the tenure of the position. Having talked with Mr. Flores, I am 
certain that he understands that there will be a change of administra- 
tion next January, on January 20, and that, as he has indicated, he 
accepts the custom, at least, of submitting his resignation for whatever 
action the new President may deem appropriate. 

I just wanted to commend the chairman for acting so expeditiously 
on this nomination so late in the session and just before a change in 
administration. I do think that we should approve Mr. Flores’ nomi- 
nation. It is important that we have a full-time Governor during 
the interim before the new administration takes office. I think what 
Senator Fong had to say is so true. We have enough problems in the 
Far East, and I do not think we should do anything that would 
further aggravate problems out there. Certainly prompt approval 
of the nomination of a native to the post of Governor of Guam can 
help some. 
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I would hope that we would now move or, rather, I would like to 
make the motion that we confirm the nomination. 

Senator Lone. Mr. Chairman, may I make just a brief statement 
before the motion is made ? 

[ have had the privilege of visting Guam on five different occasions, 
The first was in 1946 when, at the request of the governing authority 
at that time, which was the U.S. Navy, I made a short study of the 
educational system there. 

I was most favorably impressed by the boys and girls that I met 
in the public schools, and by the entire educational program. Ip 
almost the first school that I visited, I suggested to the principal that 
they might sing a song or two. I was somewhat amused and greatly 
pleased when the first song that they sang—I said “any song that you 
like”’—the first song that they sang was “Home on the Range.” A 
little later they sang “The Red River Valley.” 

[ am not being facetious when I tell you that another one that the 
included, not in this school but a little later, was “Don’t Fence Me 
In.” In other words, I found that the boys and girls in these schools 
in Guam were singing the same songs, playing the same games, read- 
ing very largely the same books, that the children of Kansas, we will 
say, were interested in. 

I wish to express my pleasure particularly, in keeping with what 
has already been said, that the administration selected a son of Guam 
for this important position. 

Thank you. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Allott? 

Senator Atcorr. Mr. Chairman, simply because I do not want the 
occasion to pass without commenting favorably upon this appoint- 
ment, I would like to say also I see in the audience this morning Mr, 
Paul Schriever, of Colorado, who is a former Federal judge of Guam, 
I am sure he knows the nominee very well. I am sure that we are all 
in complete harmony with the idea that is expressed here of having 
a native of Guam appointed to the governorship. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I renew my motion for con- 
firmation. 

Senator Kucnen. I second the motion. 

The Cuairman. You have heard the motion and the second. 

Do you wish to go into executive session ? 

Senator Jackson. We can do it here and now. 

The Cuatrman. Those in favor of the motion signify by saying 
“Aye”; opposed, “No.” 

The ayes have it, and Mr. Flores is unanimously confirmed. 

The committee will now move into executive Session to consider 
other matters. 

(Whereupon, at 10:33 a.m., the committee proceeded to go into 
executive session. ) 





ying 


sider 


into 





